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Evolution of Paisley as a Motif in Islamic Art (1% to 13" Century
AH)

Maryam, Eslamdoost; Dr.Haniyeh, Sheikhi Narani; Hana, Jahan Bakhsh

Master of visual connections (graphics), Academic level; lecturer at Azad university (Roudehen branch) and Rassam
institute, Tehran, Iran
Master's degreeGraphicandPHD Archaeology Professor ofart, Faculty member in art university, Rassam University
andThe Professor at ArtUniversity, Science and ResearchUniversity, Tehran, Iran

B.A and M.Ain Graphic, the professor at Scientific-Applied University of Ghorvehl/Kurdistan and Soroosh(Art
and Culture) center of Sanandaj/ Kurdistan

Abstract

Paisley is one of the most common motifs in ancient Iranian art. It is seen in different pieces of
Iranian traditional art including carpets, textile, metal works, tiles, jewelries, and the like. It goes
back to pre- and post-Islamic Iran. The present paper investigates causes, evolution, form,

function, and usage of paisley in different fields of art since I*' Islamic century up to Gajar final
years. It was revealed that the motif has well survived through post-Islamic Iranian art. Regarding
ornamental details and the general form, there have been some changes during different centuries,

similarities to today’s paisley are found in those formed at 4" century henceforth. In 5" century,
furthermore, paisleys were used in illuminated manuscripts, and in 9" to 13" century, paisleys

were also employed at miniatures. This is a descriptive-analytic study based on library sources
and field studies.

Keywords: Motif, Paisley, Islamic Art, Iran
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